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The rhinoceros is a big beast. But Save the Rhino’s quite a small charity. A friend of
mine Douglas Adams, who created The Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy was an
enthusiastic convert to conservation and became a big beast with Save the Rhino.
When he died, | tried to step into his rather large shoes.

In the early 90s, Douglas went to the Congo to look for the Northern white rhino, for a
series on Radio 4. Then, there were only 22 still alive in the Congo; now, there are

none.

It's almost the same story with the black rhino. 40 years ago, there were about 65,000,
but they were poached almost to extinction. In the last 15 years Save the Rhino has
helped to bring the numbers back up to about 4,000 and rising.

Now I've been on safari, and I've seen a rhino in the wild — pretty impressive and can be
quite scary. But many schoolchildren across sub-Saharan Africa have never seen a
rhino. If you drew one on a blackboard, most pupils would struggle to name it. So what
hope is there, that these children, like Douglas, might become passionate about

conservation?

Well | believe the answer could lie in the environmental education programmes
supported by Save the Rhino in Mkomazi, Tanzania; Laikipia, Kenya; and North
Luangwa, Zambia. The pupils and their teachers are taken into reserves to see, often
for the first time, the wildlife of their own country. It's an experience the children and

adults remember forever.

“Unless we have education, animals are simply meat”. These are the words of Elisaria,
an education officer working in the Mkomazi Rhino Sanctuary.



Elisaria, and the other teachers, explain the interdependence between rhinos and all the
other species. The presence of rhinos is a good indicator of the overall health of the
ecosystem — the soil, the plants, the other animals. They talk about the catastrophic
decline in rhino numbers, and the conservation measures that need to be taken to

enable the black rhino to survive.

The story of the rhinoceros is the story of what we almost lost, and we still might, unless

we act now.

How can we help? As little as £5 lets a child take part in one of these programmes; £50

would pay Elisaria’s salary for a week.

You can give now either online via the Radio 4 website or by calling 0800 404 8144.
That's 0800 404 8144. Or you can write a cheque to “Save the Rhino” and sent it to
Freepost BBC Radio 4 Appeal. That's Freepost BBC Radio 4 Appeal. Please mark the
back of your envelope “rhino”. On behalf of the rhinoceri, thank you.

Pronunciation notes:

Laikipia: Lie-KIP-ee-a

Mkomazi: Mooka-MA-zee

North Luangwa: North Loo-ANG-wah
Elisaria: Ell-iss-a-REE-a



